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THE MEMBERS OF NURSING SERVICES IN NEW JERSEY HEALTH AGCENCIES
T0 DETERMINE THE EXTENT TO WHICH DUTTES MAY BE ASSIGNED
TO THE LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSE,

The Licensed Practleal Nurse participates In the nursing care of patients within the scope of
the legal defintion contained in the Numing Practice Act (P.L. 1847, ¢, 262, as amended).

The practice of nuring as & registered professional nurse is defined ne dingnosing and treating
humen respanses to actual or potential physical and emotional heslth problems, through ouch
services on casefinding, health teaching, health counseling, and provision of care supportive to
or restorative of life and well-being, and executing medical regimen an prescribed by o licenaed
or otherwise legally suthorized physician or dentiat. Disgnosing in the conlezt of numing practice
means the identification of and discrimination between physical and paychosscial signs and
symptoms easeantisl to efective execution and management of the numing regimen, Such
disgnoatic privilege |s distinct from a medical disgnosis. Treating monsna selection and per

formance of those therapeutic measures essanitinl to the effective monagement and execution of
the nursing regimen. Human responses means those nigne, symplomes and processes which denote
the individual's health need or reaction to an actual or patential health problem

The practice of nursing o & licensed practical nurse ia defined ss perfurming Losks and
responsibilities within the framework of casefinding; reinforcing the potient and fumily teaching
program through health teaching, health counaeling and provision of suppartive aed restorative
care, under the direction of a registered nurae or licensed or otherwise legally authorized physi
or dentist

THE LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSE SHOULD ACCEPT ONLY THOSE
ASSIGHNMENTS FOR WHICH HE OR SHE HAS BEEN PREPARED
ACCORDING TO 83TATE LAW,

The Licensed Fractical Mume gives direct patient care and functions as an integral pare of the
nuning team. The Licensed Practical Murae works independently in situstions relatively (ree
from complexity aa & private practitioner in the home where she has a minimum of on-thespat
supervigion from a profesnional purse or the patient's physician, She also works with the Regis-
tered Profeasionsl Murse in mare complex aituations, auck as in honpitils or bome health .=m._”_._n_..?w

The bimitations of the Licenaed Practical Murse’s role are not ao much in the marsing procedures
which may or may nat be performed, bot in the individual situation and s requirement for
nafe nureing care. Whether & purticular technigue or procedure is within the sphere in whicli
the Licensed Practical Nurse may practice, ur should be performed only by a Hegistered Pro
fessional Nurse, depends upon the nature of judgment required to perfarm the procedure safely

In each health agency, the responsibility for proper wse of the Licensed Practicol Nurse restd
with the Regiatered Profensional Murme who assesses the nursing needs of patients gnid nccordingly
makes asnignments, evaluates pervonnel competencies, and supervizces activities, The Hegotered
Professional Murse decidea in which situstions the Licensed Practical Mure con he permitted
self.direction and in which the Licensed Practical MNurse muest work in s ¢lone relationship witli
the Hegistered Professionsl MNurse,

The fullowing considerations should be used in determining whether & pariiculor pracoitiones
will perform o procedure or Tunction for a specific putient:

L. THE PATIENT'S

[ cundition
b type of supportive core ond isstruction regquined

r emotinno] and socioeconnmie necds



1. THE PR CAL MNUNSE PRACTITIDNER'S
n undermanding of the procedure or function bassd upon educational preparation
b ability and skill, ncqulred and demonatrated

¢ amount and character of direction required to perform the procedure or funetion

Both the employing agency and the indjvidual practitioner have a respansibility for the continu.
sus development of knowledge and skills of each employee. Dngoing in-service education, based
o individual needa, In one means of helping the Licenaed Practical Mura perlect akills and keep
tbrennt of changing trends in the practice of nursing. Each employee needn to be evaluated
malividually, sinee every person varies in the extent of ahilities. The value of the Licenned
Practical Nuorse ns 8 member of the nuesing lean in determined by the exlent to which contriby.
ion is made 1o the quality an well as the quantity of patient care,

A Registered Professional Murme haa the uilimate reaponsibility for nursing service, including
recommending the sssignment of wll nurting pernonnel, In situstions which are complex, n
Wegistered Prolemsitnnl Nurse must be immediately avoilable for dicect care, when necessary,
or far guidanee and consuliation.

Fhe fotlmeing material should be used as o guide bt it daes not attempl to grow an all-incliesive
liat af procedires and fenctions for the Licensed Fractical Nurse Ench indipidunt agerney shoold,
throwgh a nuraing practice committes ar similnr greup, prepare ds own liat in line wich ifs
Jhatwasphy and objectives of nbraing care, Any daulit or guestion along o partictilnr procedure
thould ke directed to the Nen darsey State Poard (o Nursing

THE LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSE GIVES NURSING CARE IN SITUATIONS
HELATIVELY FREE OF COMPLEXITY

FLUNCTIONS

I Performin those nursing procedures for which rhe Licensed Practicn] Murse has had an
appropeiate amount of preparation.
Subifunetions:

A Asuintance to the patient with aetivieies of daily living wnel encourdgement nf ap
frroprinde sell cnre,

Fxnmpley:
(1} Asnsists patienl s requlred in personnl hygiens, gronming, comlart, rest and
nourishient, including {uhe feeding.
121 Assinls the patient with simple exercises as prreseribed
B Adm
Exnmples:

straticn of drknlmenis,

th Applies dressings wiilizing knowledge of sterile techniques
(2 Irrigntes functioning and regulared colustomies and ratheters
[N Aiives vaginal douches,
[4) [neerts vrethral catheters
05h Administers oxygen wpecifically preseeilied

o Preparation and care of patients receiving apecinlized tresiments
Exnmples
(1) Gives pre-operative and post-operative care
t.:. Adsials phvsician witly trentemenls, exominnlinns, tesls, ete

I

13) Maintaine or discontinuea infusions.
n, Adds second botile to an exinti 1g intravenaus infusion
b. Discontinues an infusion,

0D, Performance of special nurming teehniques in caring for patients with communic
dinensen,

Exnmples:
(1} Maintaing medical aseptic technique (i e., gown, mask, gloves; ete., ns indicnl
(2] DMaponea of patient's waslea rccording to accepted practice.
E. Administration of first-aid messures
Examples:
11} Recognizes and token immediate and approprinte steps to alleviate gondition
nhock, respiratory failure, fwinting, hemeorrhoge, etc.

(2] Tohes immedinte and nppropriate #teps to prevend further injury renolling |
in aceident,

F.  Administration of medications depending vpon knewledge of nctions and rearti
Examples:
(1) Gives medicntions orally, nub-cutaneously, intramuscularly, by inatillation
8. Unit dosnge properly labeled.
b, Precaleoleted dnzage

RN e patient with stahble sondition
Obsesves, recordw, and reports nuraing (ners
Sublfunctiong:

A Recognition of signs and symplams ndigative of changes in the general phyvaical
mental condition ol the palien

Exemples
[T DYhaerves wrul reports
o, Mital aignas
b Allerations of skip
. Alterstions of body emisainn
il Hedtlesaness and lstlesspesy
I Hecognmition nnd undesatanding of siresses in human relntivnships
Examples:
(0} Ovhserves alterntions in hebhavipe
a. Boed

b Communicatian

Anziats in rehnbilitating patienis
Sublunctisng:
AL Awareness enil encourngemient of The interests and wpecral aptitudes ol patients
Exnmples:
{1 Encowrnges:
0. Use ol purposeiul activiries requared in daily living
b Dhiversiornl activities.
B Knowledge and spplication of the principles af preventinn of deformi

Examples:
(1) Assists the patient with moecml runge of joint motion

(21 Applies principles of body mechanica and body aligrimene



c.

Utilszation of community services based on knowledge of programs and mechanics for
referrala,

8 patient and family in awareness and understanding of help available in
eme through communily services,

IV. Frovides for the physical comfort and safety of patients,
Subfunctiona:

A

Consideration of the needa of the patient for a snfe, attractive and comfortable enviren.
ment,

Examples:

(1) Removes and reports sccident hazards,

(2} Hegulstes room temperature, venti
(3] Maintaine s neat and clesn enviranment.

inn and lighting

Prepuration and after-care of equipment,
Examples;
i1} Cleans and sterilizes equipment.

V. Provides for the emotional wapport of patients,
Sublunctions;

AL

Recognition nnd understanding of psycho-social, cultural, religioue and economic needs
ol peaple.

Examples;

1) Hespects religious beliefs of the imdividual patient.

{2) Hespecis traditionnl potterns snd meores of culteral Erotps,

t3) Is awere of the here and now needs.

(4) Tn aware of financial ____.:_ﬂ____a.n:n_ ith effect on patient care in the home.

VI, Acta in » health service capneiy

Subifunctions:

A

Participation in the development, revision, and implementation of policies designed
L0 tnsure sofely and comiort of patiests and personnel,

Exnmples, !

(1} Participntes on agency apd community commitiess,

(2] Contributes to team canferences,

(30 Actively participates in safety programs and community projeets,

Prometion of conperative effon through understanding the lunctions of all persannel
involved in patien! core,

Examples; it

1] Hus an appreciotion of the functions of all levels of sgency personnel

12 Knuws channels of suthority and lines of communicitisn

Uliitizes oppartunities in contects tp promate bettee understanding of the health service.

Mau_.:_...___..m.

CLF 18 aveiluble during visiting hours 16 answer e reler fuestions,
121 Reinforces the patient and fumily teaching progrom

() Urilizes opportunities to promofe puad puhlic relotiens

IN MORE COMPLEX SITUATIONS THE LICEMNSED PRACTICAL NURSE FLUMNCTI
A3 AN ASSISTANT TO THE REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL NURSE

FUNCTIONS

Warks in specialized care units under the (mmediate direction and supervision
Reguatered Professionsl Murse.

Purticipates in the plonning and evalustion of nursing care under the guidance
Hegistered Professional Nurse,



